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_ Living in the In-Between
From Pastor Susie- 1 & 2 In The United Methodist Hymnal is Natalie Sleeth’s

beautiful “Hymn of Promise,” which includes this line:
Birthdays - 2

“In the cold and snow of winter, there’s a spring that waits to be,

Julie’s Corner - 3 unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.”

Service of Love - 4 Of course, she is right, and the imagery is beautiful. It
is also true, however, that seasons are often more clearly

Weekly Rhythms -5 differentiated on the calendar than they are in our actual
experience.

Monthly Highlights - 6  For instance, we can confidently say that March 20 was the first
day of spring this year. We could not say with the same confidence,

Operations - 7 “March 20 will be the last cool day until November.” Often, we live
in the in-between times, when cold and dreary days are mixed with
Sermon Titles - 8 warm and sunny ones. Children may wear shorts outside on

Saturday and wake up to a cold Monday morning. It is not the
norm, but it has been known to happen.

Well, beloved, the same is true of the seasons of our
lives. We have different opinions and experiences of what it means
to be middle-aged or old. Most young children, for instance, will
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say that anyone over the age of twenty-five is old. | vehemently
object!

On the other hand, when my brother Randy reached
age fifty-five, he informed his wife that he was going to make that
classic midlife-crisis purchase: a convertible sports car. She
replied, “Midlife? Exactly how many people do you know who are
one hundred ten years old?”

The point, beloved, is that it is not always—or even
often—clear precisely when we leave one season and enter
another.

The same is true of our experience of the Kingdom of
God. We may pray, “Thy kingdom come,” and imagine that future
time when Jesus returns in victory and gathers all the redeemed
into His eternal kingdom.

Yet Jesus also said to the teacher of the law who recognized the
greatest commandments, “You are not far from the kingdom of
God” (Mark 12:34).

Scholars and theologians describe this as the present and coming
kingdom—the now and future kingdom. It is the kingdom we
experience in part today and will experience in its fullness when
Jesus returns.

Beloved, during these in-between August days of hot
and even hotter sunshine, we are not far from the Kingdom of
God. On some days, you can see it, feel it, observe it, and cherish
it.

So do not simply wait for the coming kingdom. Work
for the coming kingdom. Look for the coming kingdom.

It is on the way, but in those moments when love, grace, mercy,
peace, and compassion abound, glimpses of it are already here.
Pastor Susie

< \ Bring your

Blessing [\ | friends &

Of the &

backpacks on
August 9,

' Worship at
10a

4
{1,

Backpacks \)

August
Birthdays

Ruby Lynn
Talan
Chloe Marie
Karen
Francis
Jennifer Lynn
Kristy
Evelyn
Bonnie
Alexa
Alice Jean
Delores
Dawn
Mark
Coach
Linda
David
Joe
Abigail
Morgan
Brook-Lynn
Peyton
Jonna
Olliana



Excited for What’s Next

By Julie Collett

I’'m excited—truly excited—to see what’s next!

Can you feel it? There is a fresh energy flowing through the church, a sense that God is
stirring something new among us.

We are so happy to welcome Monica and Regina to the team, and we are eager
to see what is just around the corner. Shopper’s Paradise Thrift Store is thriving, school is
beginning, and we are once again welcoming students back onto the campus. Bible study
groups are starting again, ministries are moving forward, and newness is in the air.

Before long, we will be talking about Trunk-N-Treat, Christmas parades, and all
the busy seasons ahead. But for now, | simply want to pause and enjoy the goodness of God.
There is something special about standing in the middle of change—not knowing every
detail of what comes next but trusting the One who does. It can feel a little uncertain at
times, even a bit stretched, but it is also where we see God most clearly at work. In these in-
between moments, we are reminded that our faith is not in what we can predict or control,
but in the steady presence of God guiding us forward.

Being in the middle of change invites us to slow down, to pay attention, and to
notice the ways God is shaping us as individuals and as a church. It is a place of growth, of
renewal, and of quiet trust. Even when we don’t have all the answers, we can rest in the
assurance that God is already ahead of us, preparing the way.

God is moving, and | am grateful to be here for it. - Julie

Step Up or Speak Up

Church family, we are asking you to step up or speak up!

If you have contractor skills, repair experience, or know someone
trustworthy who does, please let Julie know. We are putting together a list
of people who may be able to help with church projects as needs come
up.

This could include plumbing, drywall, carpet cleaning, floor stripping,
landscaping, handyman work, painting, pressure washing, electrical work,
general repairs, or anything else that keeps the church from falling apart
one mystery noise at a time.

Not everyone is called to preach, sing, or teach — some folks are called to
fix leaks, patch walls, clean carpets, pull weeds, and say, “Well, there’s
your problem.”

If that’s you, or if you know someone we should call, please let Julie know.
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10:00am to 1:00pm

First United Methodist Church, 10100 SE Federal Hwy, Hobe Sound, FL 33455

Paradise Praises

The misting fan didn’t work out quite as expected, so it was returned
and replaced with two heavy-duty industrial fans. We strategically placed
them to create better airflow in the Book Barn and the outside receiving
area, and they are already making a huge difference! A heartfelt thank-
you to our generous donors for helping keep our volunteers and workers
cool. We would also like to give a special shout-out to Frank and
volunteer Andre for removing the bottom shelves in the bedding area.
This allowed us to repurpose donated drawer units and create a much
more organized space. With several volunteers taking well-deserved
vacations, we could use a few extra helping hands. Anyone willing to
volunteer for just a few hours on Wednesday, Thursday, or Saturday
would be greatly appreciated. Thank you for continuing to support
Shopper’s Paradise Thrift Store! — Vicki
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8:30 AM
Coffee with God

&
ﬁ 10:00 AM Worship Service
€& T : 7:00 PM

Q ﬁ 10:10 AM Sunday Kids ﬂ Praise Team Rehearsal

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
9:00 AM - 12:30 PM :
One Blood, Big Red Bus § 10:00 AM 3
: Pastor’s Bible Study "« ™
6:30 PM 3
. Spirit Rising
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM Bible Study

%/ Shopper’s Paradise
.. Thrift Store

vy TUESDAY 6:00 PM
m Pastor’s Bible Study
3 5:30 PM

TN Alcoholics Anonymous
it Serving in [ove. P . : : :
” S/’”W tHope. = 10100 SE Federal Highway ¢ Hobe Sound, FL

772-546-3303 + fumchs.org
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Communion Sunday

N

One Blood, Big Red Bus
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
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RTD Summer Camp
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RTD Food Distribution
7:30 AM

One Blood, Big Red Bus
9:00 AM -12:30 PM

Covered Dish Lunch
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Blessing of the Backpacks
10:00 AM

Welcome Back to School!

Praying for our students, teachers,
staff, and families.

>
c
D
[
w
-

—dh
o

>
(=
(2]
(==
w
-

Life Line Screening
(Appointments Required)
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AUGUST

16 Clatter Collection
Election Day

18 l (Church Campus in Use)
g% RTD Food Distribution  7:30 AM
Helping Hearts 9:00 AM
Singles Night Out — Fresh Catch 4:00 PM

AUZGU7$T Church Council Meeting 7:00 PM

“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds, not giving up meeting together... but encouraging one another.”

HEBREWS 10:24-2
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Operatioqs Snapshot

Although the July OPS Team meeting was canceled and the Church Council
was not scheduled to meet, several important projects moved forward
through email approvals:

e Sanctuary A/C units #6 and #7 were replaced by DLM.

e Required smoke detectors were installed for the new

) ;
= sanctuary units.
@
) —
V) —
=

e A new preventive maintenance agreement begins August 1,
covering campus and parsonage air-conditioning systems.

e TCS Floors was contracted for stripping and waxing the
=0 Youth Building, Children’s Wing, and kitchen floors on July 31.

@ e The basketball hoop behind the Youth Building has been
repaired.

New weather stripping is being ordered for the sanctuary doors.

. A Special Thank You

’(\( v //' ' We are especially grateful to Andy Sherman, who has generously

. 4/ / contributed his time, skills, and funds toward tree trimming, repairs,
and other improvements around the church campus. Andy’s
dedication and generosity deserve our sincere appreciation!

Please Keep Them in Prayer

Our bookkeeper, Lisa, is home recovering after an emergency
appendectomy and rehabilitation.

& Please also pray for Duff Rawlings, who broke his ankle and is

receiving rehabilitation care.

We are thankful for the many people working quietly behind the scenes
to care for our church and keep our campus safe, welcoming, and ready for ministry.
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First United Methodist Church
10100 SE Federal Highway
Hobe Sound, FL 33455

Phone: 772-546-3303
Email: info@fumchs.org
Website: www.fumchs.org

Belong, Believe, Become

FIRST UNITED METHOD!

Pastor Susie’s Sermon Plans

Join us in worship each Sunday at 10AM, where
Sandra (Susie) S. Horner, Pastor = we stand at the foot of the cross and hear Jesus

pastor@fumchs.org speak to us.
Julie Collett August Sermons
Admin and Media
jeollett@fumchs.org August 2, More Than Enough, Matthew 14:13-21
Don Brown August 9, Our Faith Inside the Boat, Matthew 14:22-33

Director of Discipleship,

Contemporary Music & Technology
browndonray@fumchs.org August 16, What’s Wrong, Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28

Monica Klawitter August 23, A Bunch of Questions, Matthew 16:13-20
Campus Care

Norm Geible, Traditional Music August 30, Unless, Matthew 16:21-28
Regina Hoffman, Pianist

Lisa Seigford, Bookkeeper
lseigford@fumchs.org
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