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INSIDE:

Pumpkin Spice, World Problems & Gratitude
      Oh, let me count the ways! It is the time of year when Halloween 
decorations come out, pumpkin spice "everything" appears, and I 
begin to be reminded of the goodness of life. But to be honest, it 
was different this year. I mean, there is a lot going on these days! 
But, oh, let me count the ways!
     As I was thinking about writing this letter to you, all I had on my 
mind were the varied issues of these days. What issue would be the 
most important to be printed in this newsletter from me to you? The 
thoughts were many; from turmoil in the world, the church, our 
culture. Then, perhaps the troubles in our government, or those 
with failing health, those abandoned by family and friends, those 
displaced by wars? What about the state of our church, the things 
we want and need to do but just have not gotten there yet! Whew! 
It can just be too much!
As we enter this fall season that quickly leads us into Thanksgiving, I 
hope we see past the chilling troubles and focus on the things for 
which we have to be thankful. I am thankful for you all! For the ones 
that give me the benefit of grace when I fail, for those faithful to 
their families, their church and God. I am thankful for the examples
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of faith I see lived in your lives and your choices to focus on 
God instead of the distractions and situations of this world! 
Oh, let me count the ways.
     The ways in which your thankfulness inspires each other! 
Hebrews 10:24 says, "to spur one another on toward 
love.”  Thankfulness encourages people around you. 
Thankfulness can be infectious. Thankfulness can be 
contagious.
     When we practice a life of thankfulness it affects those 
around us. It reminds people of what we all learned as 
children: that it's good, not just polite, to say, "Thank you", 
to be thankful! Our world is starving for goodness, gratitude 
and grace. We have these gifts stored up in our hearts, and 
we can share them freely with those who may struggle to 
overcome the anger and angst of our day. I am thankful for 
you all in so many ways!

In Christ,
Pastor Susie
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Lately, I have been thinking a lot about grace—not just the grace God gives me, but the grace I am 
willing to give other people. It is so easy to look at someone else’s life, their choices, their 
relationships, their past, or even the way they do things and quietly decide what we think about 
them. Yet Jesus reminds us in Matthew 7 to be careful about judging others, because the measure 
we use has a way of coming back to us. That gets my attention because, quite frankly, I don’t want 
my whole life judged by my worst decisions.

The longer I walk with God, the more I realize that people are complicated. I am complicated. We all 
have chapters we would rather not have someone pull out and read as if they tell our entire story. 
Growing in grace is teaching me to listen more and assume less. I may know what someone has 
done, but I do not always know what God is doing in them. I may see their past, while God is already 
working on their future.

I am also learning that God gives each of us different gifts and different assignments. My dad can do 
drywall. My daughter can bake. Someone else can cook, clean, sing, teach, repair something, sit 
beside someone who is hurting, or quietly serve where nobody notices. And me? I am beginning to 
accept that God has given me words. I write. For a long time, I thought I had to be able to do a little 
bit of everything. Maybe growing in grace also means allowing other people to do what God has 
equipped them to do while I finally do what He has put in my own hands.

That means I have to be careful about deciding who is qualified for what. God has never needed 
perfect people before He could use them. Scripture is full of imperfect people who were called, 
corrected, changed, and used by God. Our choices matter. Obedience matters. But grace matters too. 
I do not want to look at someone’s history and decide there is no place for them when God may be 
writing a chapter I cannot see yet.

So this month, I am asking myself to slow down before I judge, listen a little longer, and leave more 
room for grace. Maybe instead of asking, “Why are they like that?” I can ask, “Lord, what are You 
doing here?” Maybe instead of deciding what someone else should be doing, I can pay attention to 
what God has placed in my own hands.

I am still growing in grace. And I suspect I always will be.

—Julie

By Julie Collett

Before We Judge
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We’re excited to welcome Ashley Capps to the FUMCHS family as our new 
Director of Family Ministries! Ashley officially began her role on October 1, 
2026, serving in a part-time position and working closely with the Pastor.

We look forward to seeing the gifts, energy, and heart she will bring as we 
continue growing and serving families in our church and community. Please 
join us in giving Ashley a warm FUMCHS welcome!
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Tuesday – Saturday
10 am - 1 pm

A huge thank you to everyone who stepped in 
and  s t e p p e d  up  wh ile  De an  and  I we re  on  
vaca t ion ! Port uga l was  b e au t ifu l, and  we  a re  so  
gra t e fu l fo r e ve ryone  who  he lp e d  ke e p  t h ings  
m oving wh ile  we  we re  away.

The  sum m e r has  b e e n  b usy, and  d ona t ions  have  
no t  s lowe d  d own  one  b it . We  are  so  t hankful fo r 
e ve ry d ona t ion , so  p le ase  ke e p  t he m  com ing! 
Your d ona t ions  he lp  ke e p  our d oors  op e n  and  
a llow Shop p e r’s  Parad ise  t o  con t inue  se rving 
our church  and  com m unit y.

And  if we  re ce ive  it e m s we  canno t  use  o r s im p ly 
d o  no t  ne e d , Fa it h  Farm  is  hap p y t o  p ick t he m  
up  and  he lp  us  m ake  sure  t hose  it e m s can  s t ill 
b e  p u t  t o  good  use .

—Vicki
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FAITH, FELLOWSHIP & FUNDS
Our checking account has been practicing its distress signal: S-O-S.

Why it matters: Keeping our church clean, safe and welcoming - and supporting 
pastor, children and youth ministry, music, technology and campus care - takes more 
than prayer and willing hands. It also takes a working budget.
We have said goodbye to beloved members through deaths, moves and life changes. 
Now is the time to pray, plan and invite others to worship with us. Growing Team 
FUMCHS will take all of us - yes, that includes you. More details are coming soon!

1 Put FUMCHS on your Christmas list. Year-end gifts are always welcome - and we 
promise the church will not ask for batteries.

2
Share a little wallet overflow. If your wallet is feeling unusually plump, we can 
help lighten the load. Finance Committee hugs are available upon request; opt-out 
is fully respected.

3 Consider regular giving. If you are able, increase your gift or choose a consistent 
schedule. Regular giving helps us plan wisely and keep ministry moving.

4 Explore an IRA gift. The September newsletter explains how a qualified charitable 
distribution may be an option for you. Please consult your financial or tax adviser.

5
Let happy investments spread the joy. If checking your stocks and bonds makes 
you smile, sharing a portion of those gains could make the church budget smile, 
too.

THANK YOU
Every gift matters - money, time, talent and service. Your generosity helps carry FUMCHS forward as 

we grow, welcome and serve. We are truly grateful for you.

With gratitude,
Your Finance Committee

FIVE WAYS TO HELP

FUMCHS FINANCE COMMITTEE 
SNAPSHOT                     OCTOBER 2026
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Sandra (Susie) S. Horner, Pastor
p as t o r@fum chs .o rg      

J u lie  Co lle t t
Ad m in  and  Me d ia

jco lle t t @fum chs .o rg

Don  Brown  
Dire c t o r o f Disc ip le sh ip

Con t e m p ora ry Music  & Te chno logy
b rownd onray@fum chs .o rg

Ash le y Cap p s
Fam ily Min is t ry

Fam ily@fum chs .o rg

Monica  Klawit t e r
Cam p us  Care

Re gina  Hoffm an , Pian is t

Lisa  Se igfo rd , Bookke e p e r
lse igfo rd @fum chs .o rg

First United Methodist Church 
10100 SE Federal Highway
Hobe Sound, FL 33455

Phone: 772- 546- 3303
Email: info@fumchs.org
Website: www.fumchs.org

Belong, Believe, Become

Pastor Susie’s Sermon Plans
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Join us in worship each Sunday at 10:00 AM,  
where we stand at the foot of the cross and hear 
Jesus speak to us. 

Oct. 2, “Do This in Remembrance of Me” 
Luke 22:19, John 13:34-35, &

 John 17:21-23
Oct. 11, “The Invitation to Hope” 
 Matthew 22:1-14  
Oct. 18, “Render Unto Ceaser” 
 Matthew 22:15-22  
Oct. 25 “Loving God”
 Matthew 22:34-46 
Nov. 1 “Living Large with a Pure Heart”
 Matthew 5:1-12  
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